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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . The amendment filed witli RCE on June 19, 2008 lias been entered. 
Claims 1 - 6, 9, 10, 12 and 13 are pending. 

Claims 1 - 6, 9, 10, 12 and 13 are rejected. 

The claim objections to claims 9, 12 and 13 have been withdrawn in view of the 
amendment to the claim. 



Claim Objections 

2. Claim 1 is objected to because it contains typographical errors and other minor 
informalities: 

"TL I message" should be "TL 1 message"; 

"an original a TL 1 message" should be "an original TL 1 message"; 

"session ID" is suggested to be changed to "session identifier" in order to be 
consistent with the other recitations for the same subject matter in the claim. 

Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification sliall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 
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4. Claims 1 - 6, 9, 10, 12 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragrapli, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 
subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

(1) with regard to claim 1 : 

The limitation "the network element identifier" as recited in "forwarding a modified 
response including the network element identifier" lacks proper antecedence basis. 

All of the dependent claims of claim 2 are rejected as well for at least the same 
reasons. 

(2) with regard to claim 2: 

It is not clear which TL 1 message the limitation "the TL 1 message" refers to. 
The claim introduces at least two TL 1 messages, i.e. "a modified TL 1 message" and 
an original TL 1 message". Also the subject matter "an extension network element" has 
been introduced in the parent claim of claim 2, therefore, it is not clear whether the two 
"extension network element" are referring to the same element or not. 

All of the dependent claims of claim 2 are rejected as well for at least the same 
reasons. 

(3) with regard to claim 5: 

The limitation "the session identifier included in the response" lacks proper 
antecedence basis. The claim only recites a session identifier in a command message 
(line 5). 

All of the dependent claims of claim 5 are rejected as well for at least the same 
reasons. 
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(4) with regard to claim 10: 

The limitation "a network element" was introduced twice. It is not clear whether 
the two network elements are referring to the same network element or not. 

The limitation "the extension network element identifier of the response" lacks 
proper antecedence basis. The claim only recites a session identifier in a command 
message. 

The limitation "the network element is configured to: determined a port to transmit 
the response" is confusing because the claim recites it is the extension network element 
that transmits the response to the network element. 

The claim language "receive modified command messages from the network 
element that includes a session identifier in a field of tlie modified command messages" 
contains grammatical error, i.e. it is not clear whether there is only one modified 
command message or more than one modified command message; and what is meant 
by a field of the modified command messages. 

The limitation "forward modified responses" (on page 5) lacks proper 
antecedence basis. The claim only recites one response being modified. 

All of the dependent claims of claim 1 0 are rejected as well for at least the 
same reasons 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from tine 
examiner should be directed to BO HUl A. ZHU whose telephone number is (571)270- 
1086. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thur 10am-6pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hassan Kizou can be reached on (571)272-3088. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

BZ 

Examiner 
August 27, 2008 



/Hassan Kizou/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2619 



